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St. Kieran’s, Campbeltown, Kintyre 

Sunday, 1st January 2023, 

Holy Mass, 10.00am. 

Monday: Holy Mass, 6.00pm 

Tuesday and Wednesday: Holy Mass, 10.00am 

Devotions: Wednesday: Mid-morning Prayer, 9.50am. 

Saturday, 7th January 2023, 6.00pm 

Sunday, 8th January 2023, Holy 

Mass, 10.00am. 

St. Columba’s Episcopal Church, Bridgend, Islay. 

Friday 6th January 2023, Nuptial Mass, 12pm

Psalm response 
O God, be gracious and bless us. 

Gospel acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son. 
Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever.

Hymns 
Processional 
SHEET: For Mary, mother of our Lord (Irwin) 
Offertory 
577: Unto us is born a Son (Irwin) 
Post Communion 
605: What child is this (Keys) 
245: Infant lowly, infant holy (Hamel) 
Final 
514: Tell out my soul (Keys) 



Take Five 

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time. 
Monday, Jan 02, 2023 
MEMORIAL OF BASIL THE GREAT AND 
GREGORY NAZIANZEN, BISHOPS, 
DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH  
Spirituality is a friendly endeavour 
Is there anyone you regard as a “spiritual 
friend”? Someone with whom you share your 
Christian journey and who helps you grow in 
faith? Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 
were two such friends who were monks 
together for a while and later both became 
bishops. They lived in a time — the fourth 
century — when there was great conflict and 
heresy, and the pair worked to keep the Church 
united on the right path. Gregory wrote of their 
friendship: “We seemed to be two bodies with a 
single spirit … Our single object and ambition 
was virtue, and a life of hope in the blessings 
that are to come …” If it’s true that you are the 
company you keep, choose wisely! 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 2:22-28; John 
1:19-28.  “Who are you, so we can give an 
answer to those who sent us?” 

Tuesday, Jan 03, 2023 
OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF THE MOST HOLY 
NAME OF JESUS  
The name above all others 
The Most Holy Name of Jesus occurs in early 
January to signify the eight days since Jesus’ 
birth — when, as a Jew, He was presented in 
the Temple and given a name. As the Bible 
reminds us, an angel told Joseph: “You shall 
call his name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.” Today is also the main feast 
day of the Jesuit religious order, as their name 
derives from Jesus’ name. Celebrate as 
suggested by today’s most famous Jesuit, Pope 
Francis: “It means thinking like Him, loving like 
Him, seeing like Him, walking like Him. It 
means doing what He did and with His same 
sentiments.” 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 2:29—3:6; 
John 1:29-34. “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world.” 

Wednesday, Jan 04, 2023 
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY 
Stand firm for justice 
Who is Jesus for you? John calls Jesus the 
Lamb of God and thus signifies Jesus' mission 
as the One who redeems us from our sins. The 
blood of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12) 

delivered the Israelites in Egypt from death. The 
blood of Jesus, the true Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 
5:7), delivers us from everlasting death and 
destruction. It is significant that John was the 
son of a priest, Zachariah, who participated in 
the daily sacrifice of a lamb in the temple for the 
sins of the people (Exodus 29). In Jesus he 
saw the true and only sacrifice which can 
deliver us from sin. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 3:7-10; John 
1:35-42. “The person who acts in 
righteousness is righteous, just as he is 
righteous.” 

Thursday, Jan 05, 2023 
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY 
Live and learn — and pass it on 
The Lord Jesus opens the way for each of us to 
"ascend to heaven" and to bring "heaven to 
earth" in the daily circumstances of our lives. 
God's kingdom is present in those who seek 
him and who do his will. Do you pray as Jesus 
taught, May your kingdom come and your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven? 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 3:11-21; John 
1:43-51. “‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; 
you are the King of Israel.’” 

Friday, Jan 06, 2023 
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY 
The door will be opened 
Genealogies are very important. They give us 
our roots and help us to understand our 
heritage. Matthew's genealogy (see Matthew 
1:1-17) traces Jesus' lineage back to Abraham, 
the father of the chosen people. Luke traces 
Jesus' lineage all the way back to Adam, father 
of the human race. Luke stresses the real 
humanity of Jesus. Jesus came not just to save 
the chosen people but all humankind as well. 
Jesus is the fulfilment of all God's promises. He 
is the hope not only for the people of the Old 
Covenant but for all nations as well. He is the 
Saviour of the world. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 5:5-13; Luke 
3:23-28. “I am not worthy to stoop and 
loosen the thongs of his sandals.” 

Saturday, Jan 07, 2023 
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY 
Signs of life 
All that water at the wedding feast of Cana was 
used, the story tells us, for “Jewish ceremonial 
washings.” Such washings were prescribed by 



the Jewish Halakha, or body of laws derived 
from the Torah. The fact that Jesus turned pure 
water for cleansing into wine for drinking would 
have sent a powerful message of the true 
nature of “living water” to the wedding guests. 
That same message is transmitted to us as a 
simple wine becomes the blood of Christ at 

every Eucharist. Like the wedding guests at 
Cana, don’t hesitate to drink deeply from the 
cup of life Jesus offers. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 5:14-21; John 
2:1-11. “Jesus did this as the beginning of his 
signs at Cana in Galilee and so revealed his 
glory.”

Numbers 6:22-27  

Moses and Aaron receive words of blessing for the nation now and forever. 

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8  

The ends of the Earth benefit from the blessing of God’s holy people. 

Galatians 4:4-7  

We call God our Father because we share the life of the Son and his Spirit. 

Luke 2:16-21  

Shepherds glorify God for what they’ve seen, while Mary treasures all in her heart. 

Words on the Theotokos
On the first day of the New Year, which is at the same time the last day of 
the Octave of Christmas, we look to a woman, who is the Mother of God. 
She is not, as Nestorius wanted, only the mother of the human nature of 
Christ, but the Mother of Christ, the God-man. This is why the Council of 
Ephesus in 431 confirmed that Mary is correctly named Theotokos, the 
Mother of God. On this occasion, to her honour, was erected the basilica of 
Saint Mary Major (Santa Maria Maggiore), which is the oldest Marian 
sanctuary of the Western Church. 

A woman with child is a bearer of hope, a herald of a thriving future. The 
Mother of the Son of God is the bearer of the greatest hope, because it concerns the final 
destiny of each and everyone of us. Mary with the Child Jesus reminds us that God became 
human for this, so that we would have a share in the Divine nature. Almighty God could have 
entered into human history differently, entirely autonomous, without human participation. 
However, He chose a different way – He called us as co-workers in the salvation history. Mary 
most fully responded to this invitation. Saint Augustine even considered that: “Mary is more 
blessed through receiving Jesus through faith than by having conceived Him physically”. 

The Ulma Family: First 
example of an unborn child 

being beatified by the Church 
The Ulma family were executed by the 
Germans in March 1944 for hiding Jews. The 
family consisted of Józef and Wiktoria Ulm and 
their seven children. Six of the children were 
aged between six months and eight years. 

Theotokos of Pochayiv 

 



Wiktoria was carrying the seventh child when the family was killed.  

This is the first case in the history of the Catholic Church where an unborn child undergoes the 
process of beatification and is cited as a martyr. 

This will be an inspiration to all Catholics praying for unborn children killed as a result of 
abortions. Over a billion children have been killed in this way, and it may be time for them to be 
recognized as part of the church. The case of the Ulm family is significant in that context.  

This beatification would not have been possible without Pope John Paul II’s decision to widen 
the criteria for recognizing martyrdom to include those who gave their life in defence of other 
human beings, and not just in defence of the faith. 

The beatification of the Ulma family is possible because of the widened definition of 
martyrdom. They shielded refugees from the ghettos knowing full well that the consequences 
of their deeds could be death. 

They did this because of their faith and belief that helping others was to help Christ. This is why 
their sacrifice is now recognized as martyrdom by the Church.  

Prayer 
Please pray for those who are sick, in need or have asked for our prayers: 
Madge McWhirter, Sarah Carmichael, Catherine Walker, Ailsa Stewart, Meg 
Douglas (Mull), Doleen Durnin, and Russell Carroll. 
Please remember in your prayers Mary (Molly) Carroll (1978), George Williams 
(2013) and all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle;  
be our protection against the wickedness and 
snares of the devil.  
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,  
and do thou, O prince of the heavenly host, by the 
power of God,  
thrust into Hell, Satan and all the other evil spirits,  
who prowl throughout the world, seeking the ruin 
of souls. Amen 

News and Events 
Tea and coffee in the hall after Sunday Mass. Our visitors are most welcome, please come 
along. And a peaceful, safe and holy New Year to everyone. 

Thanks to all for their help and support in the preparations for a holy and joyful celebration of 
the Christmas season. Everyone’s contribution no matter how great or small is greatly 
appreciated. 

The bishop’s visit: change to arrangements – Bishop Brian will be with us on Sunday 8th of 
January and speak to us about the diocesan discernment process after Mass in the hall. 

Fr Tony is on Islay Thurs-Fri to celebrate the Nuptial Mass for Geovenn and Maria. 

Live streaming –  on Facebook (see below for link). 

campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk   www.stkieranscampbeltown.org  https://www.facebook.com/campbeltownrcchurch/ 
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